
Fiona Marshall
wins

the £1,000 Royal Society of Literature  
V.S. Pritchett Memorial Prize 2016

with her short story

The Street of Baths
Judges Aamer Hussein, Peter Kemp and Sara Taylor have selected the winning 

short story for the V.S. Pritchett Memorial Prize 2016. The prize, now in its sixteenth 
year, is awarded for the year’s best unpublished short story.

This year’s winner is The Street of Baths by Fiona Marshall.

Peter Kemp called the story ‘an outstandingly atmospheric tale of exile that brilliantly 
conjures up a lost city and its way of life. Smells, sights and sounds recalled with 

intense sensuousness evoke a now-vanished Barcelona. As the narrator, a Catalan 
expatriate in England, remembers her uncle, a Catalan patriot who stayed on in the 

city’s Gothic Quarter after the Civil War, the story – alive with vivid detail – beautifully 
blends nostalgia, affection and melancholy.’ 

For Aamer Hussein it ‘evokes memories of war, dispossession and the slow 
building of new shelters for life’s refugees: in rich, deft strokes The Street of Baths 

compresses  a blighted chapter of history into a few poignant pages.’ 

 Sara Taylor noted ‘The Street of Baths lives in the space between what is and what 
might be, playing with the ambiguity of memory while exploring the difficult territory 
of family history, painting a portrait of a man and his experiences in vivid language 

that isn’t easily forgotten.’

PRESS RELEASE

Fiona Marshall has written Absence, a novel about epilepsy. 
Her short stories have been commended in the Manchester Fiction Prize and the Bridport 

Prize. In addition to her £1,000 prize, the winner also appeared at an RSL event with author 
Ali Smith on Thursday 17 November.  The winning story will appear in The RSL Review and 

will be published in Prospect Magazine.



The Royal Society of Literature
Founded in 1820, the RSL is Britain’s national charity for the advancement of literature. We 
encourage and honour writers, engage people in appreciating literature, and act as a national 
voice for the value of literature. In addition to the V.S. Pritchett Memorial Prize, the RSL 
awards annually the RSL Ondaatje Prize, the RSL Encore Award, the RSL Jerwood Awards for 
Non-Fiction (for first major commissioned works), and RSL Brookleaze Grants.
 
With around 20 events every year, the RSL presents talks and conversations from some of the most 
exciting writers working in the English Language. Forthcoming speakers include Susannah Clapp, 
Vahni Capildeo, Edmund Gordon, Razia Iqbal, Howard Jacobson, Michael Morpurgo, 
Mike Phillips, Simon Schama.  

Notes to Editors

Press should contact Tim Robertson:
020 7845 4678 or tim.robertson@rsliterature.org

History of the prize
The V.S. Pritchett Memorial Prize was founded by the RSL at the beginning of the new millennium to 
commemorate the centenary of an author widely regarded as the finest English short story writer of 
the 20th century, and to preserve a tradition encompassing Pritchett’s mastery of narrative.

The winning story will appear in The RSL Review and will be published in Prospect Magazine.

Clare Colvin The Scattering
 ‘A darkly humorous tale of memory and  mourning.’ - AAMER HUSSEIN 

Clare Colvin has published three novels; her short stories have been 
published in a number of anthologies. Clare was an RLF Fellow for two 

years. She is Opera Critic for the Sunday Express.

Jasmine Donahaye Theft
‘A haunting period piece that harks back to its narrator’s experiences 

as an eleven-year-old country girl’ - PETER KEMP
Jasmine Donahaye’s memoir Losing Israel won the non-fiction category 

of Wales Book of the Year in 2016. She is also author of two poetry 
collections and a biography of the writer Lily Tobias. 

Kenneth Steven The Listener 
‘...captures a landscape as if in a photograph, allowing the reader to 

encounter it slowly and naturally.’  - SARA TAYLOR 
Kenneth Steven’s short stories have been broadcast on Radio 4 and have 

appeared in journals. He has also translated the short fiction of Nordic 
Prize winning Norwegian author Lars Saabye Christensen. 

The 2016 shortlist


