
RSL Ondaatje Prize 2017:
the shortlist

The £10,000 RSL Ondaatje Prize is awarded annually to a book  
of the highest literary merit – fiction, non-fiction or poetry – which 

best evokes the spirit of a place.

The 2017 judges are Alexandra Harris, Henry Hitchings and Mimi Khalvati.

The winner will be announced on Monday 8 May 2017

2017 shortlist

Amy Liptrot   The Outrun    (Canongate)

Rebecca Mackenzie  In a Land of Paper Gods  (Tinder Press)

Kei Miller    Augustown  (Weidenfeld & Nicolson)

Barney Norris   Five Rivers Met on a   (Black Swan)
     Wooded Plain
             
Francis Spufford  Golden Hill    (Faber)  
             
Rose Tremain    The Gustav Sonata  (Chatto & Windus)



Kei Miller,  Augustown (Weidenfeld & Nicolson)
‘The promise of flight and the sorrow of falling define the bold 
arc of a novel that spans nearly two centuries of life, faith and 

story-telling in Jamaica.’  - Alexandra Harris, judge
Kei Miller was born in Jamaica in 1978. In 2014, he won the 

Forward Prize for Poetry for his collection, The Cartographer Tries 
To Map a Way To Zion, which was also shortlisted for the Dylan 
Thomas Prize.  He is the author of several collections of poetry, 

a book of short stories and two novels. He teaches Creative 
Writing at the Royal Holloway, University of London and blogs at 

underthesaltireflag.com

 

Amy Liptrot, The Outrun (Canongate)
‘This brave memoir combines an unflinchingly self-revealing 
account of addiction and recovery with nature writing that’s 

often rapturously lyrical. The results are fresh, distinctive and 
exhilarating.’ - Henry Hitchings, judge

Amy Liptrot has written a regular column for Caught by the 
River out of which The Outrun has emerged. She also contributes 

to newspapers which include the Guardian and the Observer. 
The Outrun was awarded the 2016 Wainwright Prize and was 

shortlisted for the 2016 Wellcome Prize.

Rebecca Mackenzie, In a Land of Paper Gods 
(Tinder Press)

‘Funny and heartbreaking by turns, it is a buoyant evocation 
of the friendships, landscapes and events that fill the void left 
by such separation from family, home country and culture. A 

heartwarming and magical first novel.’  - Mimi Khalvati, judge
Rebecca Mackenzie spent her childhood in Thailand, Malaysia 
and India. She has MA in Creative Writing from Royal Holloway. 
She lives in London.  In a Land Of Paper Gods is her first novel.

Notes to editors



The RSL Ondaatje Prize, now in its 14th year, is an annual award of £10,000 for a 
distinguished work of fiction, non-fiction or poetry, evoking the spirit of a place.  

Founded in 1820 The Royal Society of Literature is Britain’s national charity for the 
advancement of literature. In addition to the RSL Ondaatje Prize, the RSL runs the 

RSL Encore Award for best second novel of the year and the V. S. Pritchett Memorial Prize for 
short stories, runs regular events, and manages a Schools Outreach Programme.

For more information, contact Annette Brook,
annette@rsliterature.org | 020 7845 4680 | rsliterature.org

Barney Norris, Five Rivers Met on a Wooded Plain 
(Black Swan)

‘Here is a lyrical love song to Salisbury; here are five very differing 
and convincing voices; and here is a soaring vision that honours 
our small private tragedies. Norris is astonishing in his maturity, 

his understanding of age and its disappointments, and in his 
generous humanity.’  - Mimi Khalvati, judge

Barney Norris was born in Sussex in 1987, and grew up in 
Salisbury. On leaving university he founded the theatre company 

Up In Arms. He won the Critics’ Circle and Off West End Awards for 
Most Promising Playwright for his debut full-length play Visitors. 
He is the Martin Esslin Playwright in Residence at Keble College, 

Oxford. This is his first novel.

Francis Spufford, Golden Hill (Faber)  
‘This is that rare thing - an ingenious novel that draws on profound 
research to evoke the spirit of another age, yet wears that research 
lightly. An astonishing achievement, intoxicating in its virtuosity.’ 

- Henry Hitchings , judge
Francis Spufford is the author of five celebrated books of non-
fiction and has been longlisted or shortlisted for several prizes. 
Golden Hill is his first novel, and won the Costa First Novel Award. 
He lives near Cambridge and teaches creative  writing at Goldsmiths 
College, University of London.

Rose Tremain, The Gustav Sonata (Chatto & Windus)
‘A pitch-perfect novel of quiet love and desolation, set in places 
defined by their neutrality where unspoken, ambiguous feelings 

refuse to be neutralised.’ - Alexandra Harris, judge
Rose Tremain’s bestselling novels have won many awards, 

including the Orange Prize (The Road Home), the Whitbread Novel of 
the Year (Music & Silence) and the James Tait Black Memorial Prize 
(Sacred Country). Rose Tremain was made a CBE in 2007. She lives 

in Norfolk and London.


