PRESS RELEASE

RSL Christopher Bland Prize
The Shortlist
This is the inaugural RSL Christopher Bland Prize,
an annual award of £10,000
to a debut novelist or non-fiction writer aged 50 or over.
This year’s judges are Gillian Slovo (Chair), Sanjeev Bhaskar,
Archie Bland and Anne Chisholm.
The judges say:
‘We journeyed the world for our shortlist. Such a variety
of ideas, of style and of story: so many fresh voices from
writers over the age of 50, it was a pleasure to enter the
world of their imaginations.’

		

Thomas Bourke
The Consolation of Maps (Riverrun)
Barbara Jenkins
De Rightest Place (Peepal Tree Press)
A J Pearce
Dear Mrs Bird (Picador)

Roland Philipps
A Spy Named Orphan (The Bodley Head)
					
		
Alex Reeve
The House on Half Moon Street (Raven Books)
Raynor Winn
The Salt Path (Michael Joseph)

The winner will be announced on Wednesday 29 May 2019.

Notes to editors
Thomas Bourke, The Consolation of Maps (Riverrun)

‘Written in a quiet, sure voice that says much about the enigma at the
heart of each of its unforgettable characters, The Consolation of Maps
speaks loudly about a passion that, by its end, the reader will also
share.’ - Gillian Slovo. Thomas Bourke was born in Ireland and lives in
Italy. He is a graduate of University College Dublin and has written on
relations between Europe and Japan.

Barbara Jenkins, De Rightest Place (Peepal Tree Press)

‘De Rightest Place takes us into the human heart of Trinidad. A warm,
funny and unexpected book, that makes the reader laugh and want to
join in the company at Indira’s bar.’ - Gillian Slovo.
Barbara Jenkins was born in Trinidad. Her short stories have won
several prizes including the Commonwealth Short Story Prize
Caribbean Region and the Wasafiri New Writing Prize.

A J Pearce, Dear Mrs Bird (Picador)

‘A funny, touching, skilfully constructed novel in which a spirited
young woman journalist in wartime London discovers the delights and
dangers of ambition, love and friendship.’ - Anne Chisholm
A J Pearce grew up in Hampshire. A chance discovery of a 1939
women’s magazine became the inspiration for Dear Mrs Bird.

Roland Philipps, A Spy Named Orphan (Bodley Head)

‘Roland Philipps brings new material and subtle insights to his fresh
look at Donald Maclean, one of the most effective of all British spies,
and gives a riveting account of how idealism can turn to treachery.’
- Anne Chisholm. Roland Philipps was formerly Publisher at
John Murray. He has edited some leading novelists, politicians,
historians and biographers. A Spy Named Orphan arises from lifelong
connections to Donald Maclean and his story.

Alex Reeve, The House on Half Moon Street (Raven Books)

‘Reeve has matched his central character with a world you want to
navigate alongside him - however grisly it might get. A gothic tale of
fabulous intricacy and ingenuity.’ - Archie Bland.
Alex Reeve lives in Buckinghamshire and is a university lecturer. The
House on Half Moon Street is the first in a planned series of books to
feature Leo Stanhope and was a Richard & Judy Book Club 2019 pick.

Raynor Winn, The Salt Path (Michael Joseph)

‘Born out of misfortune and despair, The Salt Path is a memoir that
somehow finds its way to an optimistic - but entirely believable - sort
of beauty.’ - Archie Bland. Since travelling the South West Coastal
Path, Raynor Winn has become a regular long-distance walker and
writes about nature, homelessness and wild camping. The Salt
Path was shortlisted for 2018 Costa Biography Award. She lives in
Cornwall.

This is the first year of the RSL Christopher Bland Prize. £10,000 will be awarded
annually to a debut novelist or non-fiction whose first work is published when they
are aged 50 or over. The 2019 Prize was open to authors writing in English from the
United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, whose novel or popular non-fiction book
has been published within the calendar year 2018. The winner will also be offered
the choice of a two-week writing retreat in either the South West of France or County
Sligo, Ireland.
The winner of the first year’s Prize will be announced on 29 May, which was
Sir Christopher Bland’s birthday.

Sir Christopher at the Rome Olympics,
Fencing for Ireland

Sir (Francis) Christopher Buchan Bland (1938 - 2017) was
born in Japan and grew up in Northern Ireland. He studied
History at Queen’s College, Oxford, (1958-61). He fenced
for Ireland at the 1960 Rome Olympics. After university, Sir
Christopher worked in the City, holding many prominent
positions in big business. At the same time, he became
a leading light in the arts and media worlds, cultivating a
series of increasingly prominent positions in important
institutions. These included Independent Television
Authority, London Weekend Television (LWT), BBC and the
Royal Shakespeare Company. As well as his novels Ashes
in the Wind (2014) and Cathar (2016), Sir Christopher wrote
the play The Easter Rising and Thereafter which was staged
by the Jermyn Street Theatre – 100 years to the day after
the uprising in Dublin.

Sir Christopher was a Member of the RSL for over 10 years
and he and his wife Jennie sponsored the RSL’s VS Pritchett
Prize for short stories from 2011-2018. He was made an
Honorary Fellow of the RSL in 2016.

Sir Christopher signs the RSL Roll Book in 2016, as the then President (now
President Emeritus) Colin Thubron looks on

Founded in 1820, the Royal Society of Literature is Britain’s national charity for the
advancement of literature. In addition to the RSL RSL Christopher Bland Prize, the
RSL runs the RSL Ondaatje Prize for writing that best evokes the spirit of a place, the
Encore Award for best second novel of the year, the V. S. Pritchett Short Story Prize,
RSL Literature Matters Awards and the RSL Giles St Aubyn Awards for Non-Fiction.

For more information, contact Annette Brook,
annette@rsliterature.org | 020 7845 4680 | rsliterature.org

