
RSL Christopher Bland Prize 2020
The Shortlist

The annual award of £10,000 for a debut writer of fiction or  
non-fiction (including writing for young adults) aged 50 or over.

This year’s judges are Yasmin Alibhai-Brown (Chair), Sara Collins and Andrew Lycett.

The winner will be announced on Thursday 2 July 2020.

Anne Griffin 
When All is Said (Sceptre)

  
Michele Kirsch

Clean (Short Books)

Stephen Morris
Black Tea (Claret Press)

David Nott
War Doctor: Surgery on the Front Line (Picador) 

             
Celia Paul 

Self-Portrait (Jonathan Cape)

For more information, contact Annette Brook, Communications Manager
annette.brook@rsliterature.org | rsliterature.org

The judges say: 
“We were impressed by the range of subjects and styles, the panache and 

originality, the research and understanding, most of all, the imaginations of the 
entrants, all first time writers over the age of fifty. Reading their books revitalised 

the spirits over these last grim weeks.”  



Anne Griffin  
When All is Said (Sceptre)

Five toasts. Five people. One lifetime. 

‘I was impressed by the ‘fictional ventriloquism’ the way a female 
writer got into the head of an old man, who recognises he was 
ungenerous, and hampered by hard masculinity and is full of 

regrets.’ – Yasmin Alibhai-Brown

Anne Griffin is the winner of the John McGahern Award for 
Literature.  She has been shortlisted for the Hennessey New 

Irish Writing Award and The Sunday Business Post Short Story 
Competition. She’s worked in Waterstones branches in both 

Dublin and London. Anne studied under Anne Enright and Frank 
McGuinness. Born in Dublin, Anne now lives in Mullingar, Ireland.

Michele Kirsch 
Clean (Short Books) 

A story of addiction, recovery and the removal of stubborn stains.

‘Bubbling with energy, wry observation and telling social comment 
from both sides of the Atlantic. This is a sharply observed memoir 
which is hilarious, totally compelling and impossible to put down.’   

– Andrew Lycett.

Michele Kirsch is a 59 year old writer and cook living in east London. 
She has worked as teacher, a press officer, a journalist, a glass 

washer, a house cleaner and a cook – in that order. Her first book 
Clean was Book of the Week in the Daily Mail and The Lady, and Book 

of The Month in Psychologies.

Notes to editors

This is the second year of the RSL Christopher Bland Prize.  
£10,000 is awarded annually to a debut writer of fiction or non-fiction whose first 
work was published when they were aged 50 or over. The 2020 Prize was open to 
authors writing in English from the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland, 

whose book was published within the calendar year 2019.  
 

The inaugural winner, in 2019, was Raynor Winn for her memoir The Salt Path (Michael 
Joseph) about the 630-mile walk of the South West Coast Path she and her husband 

completed when they were made homeless.



Stephen Morris 
Black Tea (Claret Press)

A reflection on the changing face of Russia over 30 years. 

‘Manages to say something new and worthwhile about that riddle, 
wrapped in a mystery, inside an enigma that is Russia. Many 

have tried this before, but Morris, with his idiosyncratic range of 
family relationships, triumphantly blends that often elusive trio of 
personal recollection, history and sense of place.’  – Andrew Lycett 

Stephen Morris was born in London in 1964. He went to school in 
Watford, and later studied at the Royal Academy of Art. Over the 
years he has had many jobs, including playing as a cellist in the 

Parma Symphony Orchestra. He lives and works in  Suffolk.

David Nott  
War Doctor: Surgery on the Front Line (Picador) 

For more than 25 years, David Nott has taken unpaid leave from 
his job as an NHS surgeon to volunteer in some of the world’s most 

dangerous war zones.

‘Nott covers the darkest aspects of human nature while 
illuminating the brightest. This is a remarkably clear-sighted and 

forensic account of personal and professional courage.’   
– Sara Collins

David Nott is a Welsh consultant surgeon, specialising in general 
and vascular surgery. He works mainly in London hospitals, but 

for more than twenty-five years he has also volunteered to work in 
disaster and war zones. He lives in London. 

Celia Paul  
Self-Portrait (Jonathan Cape)

About her journey to becoming an artist, with all the sacrifices 
and complications that entails.

‘At the heart of this deceptively restrained autobiographical 
account is her relationship with the much older Lucien Freud. We 
learn how muses are used and abused. It’s all done quietly and so 

is all the more effective. Captivating.’ – Yasmin Alibhai-Brown.

Celia Paul is recognised as one of the most important painters in 
Britain today. Her major solo exhibitions include Celia Paul at Yale 

Center for British Art and The Huntington; and Gwen John and Celia 
Paul, Pallant House Gallery (2012–13). Her work was included in 

the Tate Britain group exhibition All Too Human in 2018.



Christopher Bland (1938 - 2017) was born in Japan 
and grew up in Northern Ireland. He studied History 
at Queen’s College, Oxford (1958-61), and fenced for 
Ireland at the 1960 Rome Olympics. After university, 
Sir Christopher worked in the City, holding many 
prominent positions in big business. At the same time, 
he became a leading light in the arts and media worlds, 
cultivating a series of prominent positions in important 
institutions. These included London Weekend Television 
(LWT), BBC and the Royal Shakespeare Company. As 
well as his novels Ashes in the Wind (2014) and Cathar 
(2016), Sir Christopher wrote the play The Easter Rising 
and Thereafter which was staged by the Jermyn Street 
Theatre – 100 years to the day after the uprising in 
Dublin.

Sir Christopher was a Member of the RSL for over 10 years 
and he and his wife Jennie sponsored the RSL’s  
V. S. Pritchett Prize for short stories from 2011-2018. He 
was made an Honorary Fellow of the RSL in 2016. 

(LEFT: Sir Christopher signs the RSL Roll Book in 2016, as the then 
President, now President Emeritus, Colin Thubron looks on.)

Founded in 1820, the Royal Society of Literature is the UK’s charity for the 
advancement of literature. The RSL also runs the RSL Ondaatje Prize for writing that 
best evokes the spirit of a place, the Encore Award for best second novel of the year, 

the V. S. Pritchett Short Story Prize, RSL Literature Matters Awards and the  
RSL Giles St Aubyn Awards for Non-Fiction.

“I started the creative life at the age of 76, 

so it’s never too late.” - Christopher Bland

About Sir Christopher Bland


