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2022 RSL CHRISTOPHER BLAND PRIZE SHORTLIST ANNOUNCED

The Royal Society of Literature (RSL), the voice for the value of literature in the UK, has
today unveiled the shortlist for the 2022 RSL Christopher Bland Prize.
Now in its fourth year, the Prize is an annual award of £10,000 celebrating outstanding
achievements for a debut novelist or non-fiction writer first published aged 50 or over. This
year’s judges are David Baddiel (Chair), Caroline Criado Perez and Naga Munchetty.
The five shortlisted novels are:
Yvonne Bailey-Smith, The Day I Fell Off My Island (Myriad Editions)
John Carr, Escape From the Ghetto: The Breathtaking Story of the Boy Who
Ran Away from Nazis (Hodder Studio)
Julia Parry, The Shadowy Third: Love, Letters, and Elizabeth Bowen (Duckworth
Books)
Charlotte Raven, Patient 1: Forgetting and Finding Myself (Jonathan Cape)

Peter Stott, Hot Air: The Inside Story of the Battle Against Climate Change
Denial (Atlantic Books)
The judges commented :
The Day I Fell Off My Island ‘This book is about a young person on a journey. As culture
shock is reflected in an abrupt shift from the sun-drenched, patois-filled first half of the book
to the grey grimness of the second half, this is rich, absorbing and often shocking
storytelling.’
Escape from the Ghetto 'The incredible but true story of a young boy, the author's father,
who escapes from the Polish ghetto and travels through Nazi occupied Europe, narrowly
avoiding capture. It's a tense, thrilling read. If you didn't know it was a true story, several
passages would be literally unbelievable.’
The Shadowy Third ‘It's about three people: Humphry House and Madeline Church, who
are Julia Parry's grandparents, and Elizabeth Bowen. Julia Parry goes on the trail of their
relationship and what happened between these three people. It's very epistolary and very
beautiful, particularly with Bowen's letters which are astonishingly beautiful, complex and
intense. It’s like reading one of Elizabeth Bowen's great novels.’
Patient 1 ‘This book is an honest, unflinchingly honest account of one woman living with
Huntingdon's disease. It's a comical, sharply truthful and a sometimes painful
self-examination. Without being shrouded in misery. An eye-opener.’
Hot Air ‘If you have ever wondered why it has taken so long for world leaders and scientists
to agree on an effective strategy for tackling climate change. This book should offer some
answers.’
The shortlisted authors commented:
Yvonne Bailey-Smith: ‘Being shortlisted for the RSL Christopher Bland Prize was totally
unexpected, but very joyful news. I have not been able to stop smiling. I hope it inspires
older people and older women in particular to pick up that pen and write. Thank you.’
John Carr: ‘Astonished, thrilled and honoured probably just about covers it but mainly I
suppose I am simply delighted as I guess this means more people will now get to meet my
Dad. A small price to pay for revealing that, yes, I am over 50.’
Julia Parry: ‘I am so thrilled and honoured to be shortlisted for the RSL Christopher Bland
Prize. Elizabeth Bowen writes that things have a spooky habit of arriving in your life 'at the
hour arranged'. The material for my book came to me when I was mature enough to do it
justice. That there is a prize for late bloomers like me is just wonderful.’
Charlotte Raven: ‘I am truly honoured to be shortlisted for this award. I am delighted that
what started as a personal blog has now ended up in indelible ink. Patient 1 has had a
positive effect on scientists, pharmaceutical companies, and HD communities across the
world.’
Peter Stott: ‘I am thrilled and honoured to be shortlisted for the RSL Christopher Bland
prize. My book was over twenty-five years in the making, telling the story of my time
researching the nature of climate change and battling against the dark forces of climate
change denial. Given the urgency of tackling the climate crisis, I am really delighted by this
recognition for Hot Air.’

Raynor Winn won the Prize in its inaugural year for The Salt Path. The 2020 winner was
Michele Kirsch with her memoir Clean. Last year’s winner was Peter Paphides for Broken
Greek.
The RSL Christopher Bland Prize is one of nine annual awards and prizes presented by the
RSL which bring the widest possible community of writers and readers together in
celebration of the breadth of literature today. From debut works and unpublished short
stories, through to the notoriously challenging second novel and outstanding contributions to
literature, the RSL’s awards and prizes celebrate the value of writing in all its forms, whilst
supporting emerging and established writers at some of the most challenging moments of
their careers. The RSL’s other annual awards and prizes are: the Sky Arts RSL Writers
Awards, the RSL International Writers awards, the RSL Ondaatje Prize, the Encore
Award, the RSL Giles St Aubyn Awards for Non-Fiction, the RSL Literature Matters
Awards, the V.S. Pritchett Short Story Prize and the Benson Medal.
The 2022 RSL Christopher Bland Prize winner will be announced on Tuesday 7 June.
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Notes to Editors
The Royal Society of Literature (RSL)
Founded in 1820, the RSL acts as a voice for the value of literature, honouring and
supporting emerging and established writers whilst creating a bridge between authors and
audiences to engage as many people as possible with the breadth of UK literature.
https://rsliterature.org/
The RSL Christopher Bland Prize is an annual award of £10,000 to a debut novelist or
non-fiction writer first published aged 50 or over. The Prize was launched in 2018 by the
Bland family and friends, with the RSL, in memory of Sir Christopher Bland who died in
2017.
RSL Christopher Bland Prize 2022 Shortlisted Author Bios
Yvonne Bailey-Smith was born in Jamaica and immigrated to the UK in 1969 when she
was a teenager. She trained and worked first as a social worker before becoming a
psychotherapist. She is also a Water Aid Supporter and passionate about providing clean
water and sanitation in developing countries.
John Carr is one of the world’s leading experts on children’s and young people’s use of the
internet and digital technologies. He was a Vice-President of MySpace, sat on Microsoft’s
Policy Board for Europe, the Middle East and Africa and has advised the Council of Europe,
EU, UN and UK Government. Was made an OBE in 2010 for services for protecting children
on the internet.
Julia Parry was brought up in West Africa and educated at St Andrews and Oxford. She
teaches English literature and has worked as a writer and photographer for a variety of
publications and charitable organisations. She splits her time between London and Madrid.
The Shadowy Third is her first book.

Charlotte Raven was a journalist in the 1990s and her columns and articles have appeared
frequently in the Guardian and New Statesman. She was a contributor to the Modern
Review, and editor of the relaunched version in 1997. She lives in London.
Professor Peter Stott is a Science Fellow in Climate Attribution at the Met Office's Hadley
Centre and Professor in Detection and Attribution at the University of Exeter. He has played
a leading role in the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and has been
published in Nature and Science among many other journals.
Previous winners of the Christopher Bland Prize:
2021 Peter Paphides. Broken Greek
2020 Michele Kirsch, Clean
2019 Raynor Winn, The Salt Path

